
MEMORANDUM

Response from the Scottish Executive to the Scottish Parliament Public Petitions Committee on the petition submitted by Dr John Crawford.

The Committee considered PE902 calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to ensure that the national school curriculum recognises the importance of information literacy as a key lifelong learning skill.

Scottish Executive response
1.
The curriculum is non statutory and decisions on what and how to teach rest with education authorities and schools in response to local circumstances.   

2.
There is scope in the existing school curriculum to address the issues of information literacy within the context of the National 5-14 Guidelines, principally in the guidance on Information and Communication Technology.  This guidance is designed to provide a framework for the integration of ICT into existing classroom practice so that all pupils become skilled, confident and informed users.   
3.
This framework ties in closely with the ongoing curriculum review.  The central aspiration of A Curriculum for Excellence is to provide a framework for young people’s learning which will enable them to develop as successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens, effective contributors who are confident in the handling of information.  Information literacy is unlikely to be a discipline in its own right; however literacy and communication skills are important elements in the four capacities underpinning A Curriculum for Excellence. 

