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CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE902
RESPONSE FROM HM INSPECTORATE OF EDUCATION
Comments sought on issues raised in the petition
HMIE fully endorses the importance of information literacy.  The following is an extract from the HMIE interim report The integration of information and communications technology in Scottish schools which was published by HMIE on its website on 25 October 2005 in advance of an invitation “ICT summit” for directors of education and other senior personnel in education authorities, offered jointly by Learning and Teaching Scotland, SEED and HMIE on 14/15 November 2005.  It was intended as a background paper to stimulate thinking at that event and more generally among all with an interest in responsibility for this area.  

Most schools were at a very early stage of responding to an important consequence of the increase in pupil use of the Internet at all levels. Pupils required support in evaluating and using the immense and often unorganised range of information available through the Internet. Such activities required an appropriate level of knowledge, skills and judgement, now encapsulated in the concept of information literacy. This concept includes the learner's ability to recognise when information is needed, how to locate it, how to analyse it and judge its value, and how to use it effectively as a useful part of his/her learning. Few schools had systematic approaches to developing information literacy to ensure that all pupils acquired this set of skills progressively as part of their passport of core and life skills.

HMIE is undertaking ongoing evaluation of the impact of ICT developments on the education of young people and intends to publish an overview report in late 2006.  HMIE’s view of the current situation is that while we have noted a number of initiatives by SQA and SLIC in the promotion of information literacy, and some uptake in school and other establishments, this is far from embedded at school level. 

A Curriculum for Excellence will provide an appropriate ethos and framework for learning and teaching in relation to information literacy as schools and partner bodies address the curriculum issues related to all four capacities.  In particular, A Curriculum for Excellence will provide a key opportunity to recognise importance of information literacy as an important part of a young person’s capacity to be a successful learner and effective contributor. 
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