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Dear Dr Johnston

Consideration of Petition PE902

Response from Learning & Teaching Scotland

Thank you for your letter of 12 January 2006 regarding petition PE902 by Dr John Crawford.

Learning and Teaching Scotland welcomes the opportunity to comment on the issues raised by the Committee’s discussion of Petition PE902, which calls on the Scottish Parliament “to urge the Scottish Executive to ensure that the national school curriculum recognises the importance of information literacy as a key lifelong learning skill” (extract from the Committee’s letter to LTS). These issues can be considered under three headings:

1. 
Curriculum

The broad area of learning, study and information skills may acquire a more embedded and explicit presence in future curriculum frameworks, as it can be seen as underpinning the purposes of ‘A Curriculum for Excellence’ for students to be successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors. The on-going curriculum review process provides opportunities for engagement with education professionals and interested parties.

LTS recognises that there is not yet a single commonly-accepted definition of information literacy. The rapid growth of the Internet and online services has also changed the context for learning; it is not enough for students to be able to find and access appropriate sources of information, they must also be able to make critical judgements about sources, quality and reliability of the information.

The extent of embedding of such skills in teaching practice across Scottish local authorities varies. Some school library resource services, such as in North Ayrshire, are known as having been particularly active in this sphere. 

A basic understanding of information literacy is probably best gained during the primary school years, so that the student may benefit from more effective information-handling through the rest of their school experience. 
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This could then be reinforced and extended as the student progressed towards tertiary education and working life.

2. 
Resources

LTS has recognised the importance of this kind of skill-set for school learners for some years. LTS was involved in the development of information skills ‘learning objects’ for post-16 learners led by the Scottish Library and Information Council and the Scottish Further Education Unit, and liaises with SFEU, SLIC, and other bodies and individuals with an interest in this area on a frequent basis.

In the past two years, LTS has also procured digital content and learning resources for information literacy and study skills courses, which will be made available online as support for teachers and learners.

3. 
Professional Development

LTS believes that there is also an on-going need for professional development to refresh the information literacy skills of the teacher workforce, and for consideration of coverage of this skills area in initial teacher training.

I trust you will find this sufficient for your purposes.

Yours sincerely
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