
Scottish Qualifications Authority Response to a petition by Dr. John Crawford, calling on the Scottish Parliament, to urge the Scottish Executive to ensure that the national school curriculum recognises the importance of information literacy as a key lifelong learning skill.
Introduction

The Scottish Executive works in partnership with a number of key partners in the Scottish education and learning community, such as SQA; LTS; HMIE and local authorities to ensure that every young person is able to develop their fullest potential, and that standards are raised and achievement is broadened.  Within this SQA’s role is to develop appropriate qualifications for young people in Scotland’s schools, it does this in a manner that ensures that qualifications are designed to reflect the curriculum and the educational policies of the Scottish Executive. 
Information Literacy in Existing Qualifications

SQA has already recognised the importance of information literacy as a key lifelong learning skill.  Children, young people and adults all have to know when and why information is needed.  They also need to know where to find it, and how to evaluate, use and communicate it.

Indeed, the skills involved in information literacy are not new, and many of SQA’s qualifications already require these skills to be demonstrated in a variety of ways. Some examples of this include:
· Advanced Higher Sciences

Candidates for Advanced Highers in Chemistry, Physics and Biology produce an investigation report as one of the components for the external exam. The report is based on a practical investigation carried out by the candidate. This report requires the candidates to research material from a variety of sources e.g. reference books, journals, the internet. The researched material is used as a basis of the introduction to the report and may be used as supporting argument in the evaluation of their investigation. The candidates will also research suitable methods/procedures to be used in their investigation. Candidates must reference the material throughout their report and produce a reference list. Since the investigations involve the collection of scientific data, the candidates must process and evaluate the data to best display their results, this may be tabular, graphical or illustrative. Candidates may also be required to identify appropriate data to use and to discard data that isn’t appropriate (i.e. manage their findings). Comparisons of their own findings against established research, where it exists, are an essential part of the evaluation process; candidates are required to comment critically on both their own data and any data they may have researched from other sources, and compare the results. 

· Media Studies
Media Studies at Intermediate 1 & 2 and Higher have options for designing websites, and studying film, newspapers, adverts, magazines, and/or television. Generally, although this is  not mandatory, there will be some study of secondary sources. 

· Advanced Higher Modern Languages
Candidates taking the Advanced Higher Course are required to undertake either the Extended Reading/Viewing Unit or the Language in Work Unit.
Successful performance in the above Units and in the Folio of Writing at Advanced Higher, which is an element of the External Course Assessment worth 15% of total External Assessment based on the above Units is dependent on the candidate's ability to recognise a need to acquire information, discover which resources are available and how to access them, to analyse, evaluate and select from accessed information, to communicate findings in a clear, ordered form and to behave ethically in acknowledging sources and refraining from plagiarism.

· Latin, Greek and Classical Studies

Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2 and Higher Classical Studies include use and evaluation of source-material among the skills involved.

"Ethics and responsibility of use" should be covered by the candidate declaration for submitted coursework (if honesty and avoidance of plagiarism or any other kind of cheating are the sorts of things meant here).  In internal assessment, the teacher is required to ensure authenticity of candidate work.

The enquirer might find it useful to refer to the marking information issued for Standard Grade Latin Investigation and Standard Grade Classical Greek Investigation (available on the subject pages for Latin and Classical Greek on SQA's website).  The approaches that the enquirer advocates have been essential for this element since the introduction of Standard Grade two decades ago.

· English
Use of sources would be an option in Standard Grade English (folio) and Access 3, Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2 and Higher English (Writing Outcome) - if a candidate chooses subject-matter for which such an approach would be suitable.  
· Modern Studies

At Advanced Higher candidates produce a dissertation as a component of the Course assessment. They devise their own proposition to investigate and the record their research methods as they progress. They access information from a variety of sources both printed and electronic, including the internet and secondary texts, which can include academic research. They also conduct primary research into their chosen area and compare findings with other sources. They are evaluating the usefulness of various media and base their conclusions on the evidence they have considered. Their findings are presented in a formal dissertation, with appendices detailing their research methods and displaying key statistics in appropriate formats. References are credited appropriately.

· History

Individual research skills are developed progressively though the subject from Intermediate 2 through Higher to Advanced Higher. At each level the candidate chooses an issue to investigate, plans their research and consults a variety of sources, typically but not exclusively printed. At Advanced Higher there is a requirement to embed historiography into their dissertation, taking on board the latest academic findings and debates. Candidates evaluate the source materials, both primary and secondary, that they unearth, and produce a formal written conclusion to they question they have posed. At advanced Higher they annotate their bibliography critically.
Future Curriculum Developments

The Executive is currently reviewing the contents of the curriculum, in consultation with SQA and other appropriate organisations under the A Curriculum for Excellence initiative. The aspiration of A Curriculum for Excellence is
: “to enable all children to develop their capacities as successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors to society.” 
Some of the proposals outlined in A Curriculum for Excellence include:

· more skills-for-work options for young people, robustly assessed and helping them to progress into further qualifications or work 

· more space in the curriculum for work in depth, and to ensure that young people develop the literacy, numeracy and other essential skills and knowledge they will need for life and work 

These proposals will clearly require young people to be confident in handling and evaluating different sources of information. To that end, it may be that the petition is well-timed, as the Executive is currently looking at the school curriculum, and that it would be appropriate for the petition to be made available to those working in this area. It seems likely that, in the 3 - 15 stages of A Curriculum for Excellence, the idea of "information literacy" will be embedded in the "functional" strand of English, which will be compulsory for all pupils.

� A Curriculum for Excellence: The Curriculum Review Group. Foreword.
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