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Information Literacy Petition to the Scottish Parliament
Comments from Unison School Librarians
Unison School Librarians welcome the opportunity to comment on this highly significant Petition. At the moment in schools, there is no cohesive approach to Information Literacy. While aspects of it are present in a large number of curricular subjects, there is no continuity, no assessment of pupils' ability in information literacy techniques and, especially, no common method in progressing this key area; each curricular subject assumes that the pupils have already acquired the skills elsewhere. This inconsistent and piecemeal approach will often lead to pupils becoming bored, disaffected and frustrated, as they do not know how to carry out a task involving information literacy skills in a methodical or successful manner. Unison school librarians often have to face the negative consequences, and often find it challenging to compensate for the lack of a more co-ordinated and logical methodology. As well as disadvantaging learners, teachers and librarians, this lack makes it impossible for librarians to fulfil the demands made by Libraries Supporting Learners (the document used by Her Majesty's Inspectors when inspecting libraries) To quote: "To develop as independent and aspirational learners throughout school and in life, pupils need to be taught learning skills overtly", LSL, p. 14.

Unison school librarians are also concerned at the apparent absence of explicit e-literacy
skills from "A Curriculum for Excellence", as Dr Crawford has highlighted, as this absence will
impact negatively on pupils' ability to develop 21st Century Skills. Unison school librarians are
concerned that their efforts to highlight these educational concerns have been seen in some
quarters as an attempt to "talk up" their own role. In fact, they are motivated by concerns for
the future of the pupils. To quote from the Information Literacy website based at Syracuse
University, New York http://www.informationliteracy.org/default.php "At no time in history has
the ability to locate, organize, evaluate, manage and use information been more critical for
today's learners. These skills, collectively referred to as information literacy, lay the
groundwork for success in every phase of a student's life both in and out of school"
Unison School Librarians therefore wish to fully support the Petition being put forward by Dr 
Crawford.  We believe strongly that the success of Dr Crawford’s Petition will enable learners to progress significantly in becoming fully au fait with information literacy, and consequently
able to progress through school and on to college, university etc with a much firmer and more
solid set of key skills.

The success of the Petition would inevitably mean that Unison school librarians would be
better able to meet the level of standards and expectations already laid down by HMIe, local

authorities, etc. It would also enable Unison school librarians to support teaching colleagues
more comprehensively and successfully an in a much more integrated manner. Most of all, it
would enable Unison school librarians to optimise their contacts, direct and indirect, with all
learners.
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