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What is Copyright and how do you get Copyright Protection? Copyright is a means of 
protecting a person’s writings by ensuring that other people do not copy or adapt the material. 
Copyright exists automatically when the work is created. No registration process is needed. 
Who owns Copyright? Copyright is owned by the creator of the work. But if the creator is 
an employee, and the work was created in the course of employment, the copyright will 
belong with the employer. 
How long does copyright last for?  Copyright lasts for 70 years after the author’s death. In 
other formats, photo, film etc. it may last for the same or a shorter period. 
 
Licences are agreements between persons or organisations which give formal permissions or 
exemptions.  
The ones we have are 

• Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) Held by Principal’s Office. Contact John 
Crawford ext. 273-1248 

• Newspaper Licensing Agency (NLA) Held by MPR. Contact David Hodgson 
ext. 8679 

• Educational Recording Agency (ERA) Held by AVS. Contact Mark 
Galloway ext. 273-1088. 

• Open University (OU) Held by AVS. Contact as above 
• Ordnance Survey (OS)  Contact John Crawford 273-1248 
• British Standards Institution (BSI) Held by the Library. Contact Kathleen 

Wallace ext. 273-1206 
• Copying limits under the CLA Licence (paper to paper) are as follows. 
• Lecturers may make sufficient copies for students on the course and a copy for 

themselves. 
• Only one chapter of a book or up to 5% of the whole book may be copied  
• Only one article from a journal issue or 5% of the total whichever is the greater may be 

copied  
• Up to 5% or one paper, whichever is the greater, from a set of conference proceedings 
• Up to 5% of an anthology of short stories or poems or one short story or one poem of not 

more than 10 pages, whichever is the greater  
• Up to 5% or one single case, whichever is the greater, from a published report of judicial 

proceedings  
Copying is not limited to University premises. Copying for distance learning and off Campus 
students is permitted. Packs are permitted within the licensing conditions and there are special 
arrangements for the visually impaired.  
The same limits apply to scanning. For scanning procedures contact John 
Crawford ext. 273-1248 in the first instance. NB Scanned items are mounted only 
for the duration for the module.  
What can be copied electronically? Although no definitive legal position exists with 
regard to electronic copyright it is generally accepted that information found on the 
Internet is protected by copyright and therefore should be treated in exactly the same 
way as you would printed works. Always consult the copyright notice found on most 
Web sites and unless specifically allowed under this notice multiple copies of works 
should never be made. 
For further information contact John Crawford, University Copyright Adviser, 0141-273-
1248 jcr@gcal.ac.uk  
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